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Finding that it could make no headway, the com-
mittee reported the fact, on the 9th of February,
and the investigation was dropped. This was pre-
cisely what the Jackson managers wanted. What-
ever happened, Jackson would be the gainer. "If
Clay transferred his following to Adams, the
charge would gain credence with the masses; if he
were not made Secretary of State, it would be
alleged that honest George Kremer (an ardent
Jacksonian) had exposed the bargain and pre-
venjted its consummation/'1

Was this charge of a "corrupt bargain" well
founded? For a generation every public man had
views on that subject for which he was ready to
fight; mid-century and later historians came to
conclusions of the most contradictory nature. The
pros and cons are too complicated to be presented
here, but certain things are fairly clear. In two
elaborate speeches Clay marshaled evidence that
before leaving Kentucky he decided to support
Adams in preference to Jackson and Crawford.
This evidence did not convince the Jacksonians;
but it could hardly have been expected to do so,
and nowadays it looks to be unimpeachable. It is
certain that the friends of Clay approached the

1 Turner, Rise of the New West, p. 268.